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Visit lawfoundationpei.ca for more information 

Originally established in 1973, the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
operates pursuant to Part VII of the Legal Profession Act. The purpose 

of the Foundation is to receive interest earned on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA) 
and to make these funds available to organizations engaged in activities 

which are in keeping with its mandate. 

MISSION 
The Law Foundation of PEI (LFPEI) works to promote the advancement of legal knowledge and 
access to justice for all Prince Edward Islanders. We do this by funding projects and encouraging 
partnerships that advance the Foundation’s mandate. 

MANDATE 
As set out in the Legal Profession Act, Part VII Law Foundation, Section 50(1), the 
Foundation has the power to establish and maintain a fund and use the proceeds thereof 
for the purposes of: 

a) legal education, legal research or law reform
b) the editing and printing of decisions of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and

Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island
c) the promotion of legal aid
d) aiding in the establishing, operating, and maintaining of law libraries in Prince

Edward Island
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
The affairs of the Foundation are conducted by a Board of Governors composed of five 
members, four being members of the Law Society and appointed by the Council of the Law 
Society, and one who is appointed by the Minister of Environment, Labour and Justice and 
Attorney General. Governors serve on the board for a term of two years or until a successor is 
appointed.  
 
The Board meets a minimum of four times per year to decide on policy matters and to deal with 
the general administration of the Law Foundation.  
 
Day-to-day administration and management services are provided by an Executive Director who 
is engaged on a part-time contract basis. Financial administration support is provided by a 
Financial Officer who is engaged on a part-time contract basis.   
 

 
BOARD AND STAFF  

 
 

AREAS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 2013-17 
 
In 2012, the Foundation completed a five-year strategic plan 
to 2017. As part of this plan, the following five areas of 
encouragement were identified to guide funding decisions, 
with the overarching goal of strengthening Islanders’ ability 
to access justice and legal knowledge:  
 
Areas of Encouragement 2013-2017 
 

• Legal needs of seniors, newcomers, and low- and 
modest-income Islanders  

• Family law 
• Innovative approaches to legal aid 
• Public legal education (with a focus on plain language)  
• Technology (projects that explore or utilize technology in the delivery of legal 

services and/or public legal education)  
 

2014 Law Foundation of PEI 
Board of Governors 

2014 Law Foundation 
of PEI Staff 

 
• Paul Kiley, Chair 
• Patsy MacLean, Secretary-Treasurer 
• Gary Scales 
• John Maynard 
• Michele Dorsey, Q.C., Attorney General 

Representative 

 
• Lisa MacKay,   Financial Officer 
• Sheila Lund MacDonald,  Executive 

Director 
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REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES 

Financially, the Foundation implemented its planned budget allocation to support project 
activity and library services, which contributed to an expected deficit situation of $216,062 
for 2014 as compared to $238,489 in 2013.   IOLTA revenue experienced a slight increase 
to $151,100 for 2014 as compared to $138,376 in 2013.  For 2015, the Foundation is 
projecting revenue from interest earned on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA) at $144,000. 
The Foundation continues to implement a funding reserve policy of approximately $1 
million, or two times the total annual budget. 

In 2014, the Foundation entered into an arrangement with a new investment advisor 
firm, Richardson GMP. 

 For more detailed information, please refer to the audited financial statements located in 
Appendix “A”. 

GRANTS AWARDED IN 2014 
Continuous and Multi-Year Grants 
Canadian Legal Information Institute (CANLII) $   3,000 
PEI Court Library $136,848 
Community Legal Information Association Of PEI (CLIA) $  50,000 
PEI Bar Admissions Program and Education Coordinator $  54,548 
PEI Legal Aid $  93,000 
Law School Scholarships $    5,000 
Legal Assistant Scholarships $    4,000 
One-Time Grants 
PEI Human Rights Commission $  56,000 
PEI Family Violence Prevention – Women and the Law workshops $  10,000 
PEI Association of Community Living – Wills and Estate Planning 
workshops  

$    6,000 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
PEI Law Foundation Centennial Scholarships 
In 1985, a $22,000 endowment fund was started in order to offer a 
scholarship to a deserving Island student attending the Dalhousie Schulich 
School of Law. In 1992, another $50,000 endowment fund was started to 
offer an entrance and an upper year scholarship to Island students attending 
law school at the University of New Brunswick 
Pictured: Lindsay Silliiker, recipient of the
Schulich School of Law at Dalhousie 
 University Centennial Scholarship 
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2014 Centennial Scholarship Recipients 

• The University of New Brunswick awarded the
entrance scholarship to Joshua Adams from
Kensington, PE, and the upper year scholarship to
Alexandra Dalton, a third-year student from O’Leary,
PE.

• The Schulich School of Law at Dalhousie University
Centennial Scholarship was awarded to Lindsay
Silliker, from Charlottetown, PE.

Clea Ward, Director of Career Services (left), 
 presents the scholarship to Josh Adams

Legal Administration Program Scholarships 
In 2008, the Foundation began supporting legal administration education programs by 
offering two $1,000 scholarships to graduates of the program. In 2013, this amount was 
increased to four $1,000 awards. 

2014 Legal Administration Program Scholarship Recipients 

• The Holland College Legal Administration Program
scholarships were awarded to Paige MacPherson and
Andrea Matters.

• The Eastern College Legal Administration Program
scholarships were awarded Hannah Bell and  Nadine
MacDonald.

Law Foundation Board member, John Maynard (Key Murray Law), presented the 
Holland College Legal Administration Program scholarships to Paige MacPherson 

(left) and Andrea Matters (right) 

2014 CHIEF JUSTICE THANE CAMPBELL 
LAW SERIES 

This year's Chief Justice Thane Campbell Lectureship in Law was 
delivered by Mary Anne Waldron, Q.C., Professor of Law at the 
University of Victoria and Associate Vice-President Faculty 
Relations and Academic Administration. She discussed her book 
Free to Believe: Rethinking Freedom of Conscience and Religion in 
Canada. The lecture explored the topic of equality and conscience 
and was delivered in front of an audience representing education, 
legal, and community organizations. 
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT–PAUL KILEY 

I am pleased to report that in 2014 the Law Foundation of Prince 
Edward Island continued its momentum towards building a strong 
community presence and supporting projects that promote access to 
justice and legal education for all Islanders.   

2014 Funding Activity 

The Foundation continued its core expenditures, totaling over $325,000, in support of  law 
libraries, the Community Legal Information Association, the bar admission program, a family 
legal aid position, a legal education coordinator, CanLII levy and legal education 
scholarships.  In addition, the Foundation was pleased to provide grants in 2014 for the 
following projects:  

• PEI Family Violence Prevention – Women and the Law workshops
• PEI Association of Community Living – Wills and Estate Planning workshops
• PEI Human Rights Commission –  Human Rights Education in PEI

Classrooms

Since 2010 the Foundation has provided an estimated $2.6 million in continuous 
and annual funding support. 

Projects Approved for 2015 

The Foundation has approved $85,000 in funding for 
continuing and new projects commencing in 2015, 
including: 

• PEI Human Rights Commission – For the
continuation of its program to integrate human rights
education into the K-12 system across PEI.

• Community Legal Information Association –
“Answering The Call For Legal Information – The
Next Generation” ( note that the greater part of this
project is funded largely through the Canadian
Access to Justice Fund)

• PEI Family Law Courts – In support of a Parent
Coordination Program Pilot Project
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Looking Forward  

The Foundation looks forward to a busy 2015 with efforts focused on continuing with the 
implementation of the strategic plan. These activities will include: 

• Ongoing outreach to the community to increase awareness of the Foundation
• Site visits to grantee operations
• Evaluation of services and programs funded through the Foundation
• Exploration of opportunities for collaboration on multi-year projects with other funding

organizations

The 2015 Chief Justice Thane Campbell Lectureship in Law event will feature Adam Dodek 
(University of Ottawa), one of Canada’s leading constitutional experts. 

Acknowledgements 

We welcome Michele Dorsey, Q.C., as the Attorney General's 
representative on the Board.  I also wish to express my appreciation to 
my fellow Board members for their generous commitment: Patsy 
MacLean (Secretary-Treasurer), Gary Scales, and John Maynard. Finally 
thanks are due to our staff; Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer, and Sheila 
Lund MacDonald, Executive Director,  for their work throughout the year.  

  Michele Dorsey, Q.C.

The Foundation continues to encourage and support projects and programs with the 
ultimate goal of strengthening Islanders’ ability to access justice and legal knowledge.  

Respectfully submitted, Paul Kiley, Chair 
Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 

©2014 The Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
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